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es first hand sJean Chardin , the traveller to Iran between 1673-1677 provi
account of how the inhabitants of Iran called their country: "The Persians, in
naming their Country, make use of one Word, which they indifferently
pronounce Iroun, and Iran; ...Even to this very Day, the King of Persia
is call'd Padcha Iran, and the Great Vizier, Iran Medary, the Pole of Persia.
This is the Modern Appellation, the most in Use in that Country. That which
they frequently make use of in the Second Place, is the Term Fars, which is
the particular Name of the Province; the Metropolis of which, in ancient Days,
was Persepolis, and which gave its Name to All Province of the Kingdom,
and the Seat of its Monarch. This Word Fars, to signify Persia, is very
ancient; and the Persians still call the Old Language of their Country, which



was in use before the Days of Mahometanism, Saboun Fours, the Tonge of
Persia"...

(John Chardin, Sir John Chardin Travels in Persia, 1673-1677 (New York:
Dover, 1988- pp 126). Also available in google books (page 126: (John
Chardin, Sir John Chardin Travels in Persia, 1673-1677 (New York: Dover,
1988) Note " Padcha Iran" is French version of Padishah-e Iran (Great King
of Iran), Iran Medary is the French pronounciation of Iran-Madaar (Axis of
Iran), and Saboun Fours is the French pronouncation of Persian tongue
(Zabaan-e Farsi/Furs)
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